
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



July 7, 1899 1066 

*Plague on steamship Nippon Maru. 

Yokohama, Japan, June 8, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, upon the Japanese steamship 
Nippon Maru, during her voyage between Hongkong and Yokohama, en 
route for San Francisco, a death occurred under the circumstances 
stated below, in consequence of which the ship was quarantined for seven 
days at the Government Quarantine Station at Nagasaki. 

At 6 p. m., May 26, the sudden death of a Chinese passenger, a boy of 
13 to 14 years of age, was reported to the ship's surgeon. The steamer 
at the time was just leaving the harbor of Nagasaki. Investigation 
showed the probable duration of the fatal attack to have been from half 
an hour to an hour, and the ship's surgeon had seen the boy in apparent 
health but an hour or two previously. No unusual or suspicious 
appearances were evident upon superficial examination, and the glands 
were, apparently, normal. The friends of the deceased gave a history 
of previous severe attacks of a character suggesting cardiac disease. 
The medical officers of the quarantine station removed from each axilla 
a gland, from the examination of which they, at noon on the 27th, ren- 
dered a diagnosis of plague. The body was cremated. 

Disinfection of ship, steerage passengers and crew was carried out on 
the 27th, the crew and passengers being bathed, their clothing, bedding, 
and baggage disinfected by steam, and the ship's quarters washed with 
strong carbolic acid. Disinfection was completed at 10 p. m., May 27, 
and the ship released June 3, at 2 p. m. I have some doubt as to this 
case having been of an infectious nature, but, whether so or not, the 
measures taken seem to have been such as to render any special pre- 
cautions here unnecessary. A copy of this letter has been attached to 
the bills of health. 

Very respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

HAWAII. 

Report of plague on the steamship Nippon Maru. 

Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, June 18, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the Japanese steamship Nippon 
Maru, from Hongkong and Japanese ports for San Francisco via this 
port, arrived early yesterday morning (June 17), eight and a half days 
from Yokohama. The ship had been detained at Nagasaki, Japan, for 
seven days from May 26, and the vessel and effects of passengers disin- 
fected on account of a sudden death on board on May 26 in the Asiatic 
steerage, which the Japanese quarantine authorities diagnosed as bubonic 
plague. The vessel left Nagasaki about June 2, and Yokohama June 8, 
arriving here on the 17th. Nothing further occurred until three days out 
from this port (June 14), when another death took place in the Asiatic 
steerage, a Chinese male, 26 years of age, dying in twenty-two hours 
with convulsions, suppression of urine, and symptoms of pulmonic con- 
gestion. The death was attributed to ursemic convulsions by the ship's 
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surgeon and the body was embalmed by him and kept on board the 
ship. On arrival off the harbor here I boarded the ship in company 
with Dr. Day, the Hawaiian port physician. A necropsy was held on 
the body of the dead Asiatic, and the principal points noted were that 
the heart was dilated and softened, free from valvular disease and 
bloody fluid was found in the pericardium. The lungs and mucus 
membrane of the bronchical tubes were congested, and the liver and 
spleen congested but not enlarged. The kidneys were much congested 
and hemorrhagic patches were found throughout the left kidney. The 
stomach and intestines presented nothing significant. The bladder was 
apparently normal and contained about 5 c. c. of urine, although none 
had been passed for twenty hours before death. The mesenteric glands 
were not enlarged. One of the inguinal glands on the right side was 
congested and slightly enlarged. 

No clinical record was kept of the case by the ship's surgeon, and 
the temperature was not taken. Sections of the different organs and 
some of the bloody fluid from the pericardial sac were preserved for 
microscopical examination. Stained specimens of this fluid, prepared 
by Dr. Alvarez, the bacteriologist of the Hawaiian Government, showed 
the presence in considerable numbers of a short bacillus,* rounded at 
both ends, and like the bacillus of bubonic plague. Culture and inoc- 
ulation experiments are now under way. The vessel is quarantined off 
the harbor about two miles distant. I have recommended the Hawaiian 
authorities to hold the vessel seven days, and disinfect the ship and 
effects of passengers. I have written this hurriedly in order to catch 
the steamship Bio de Janeiro, which arrived late last night and leaves 
for the coast at 3 p. m. to-day. I have also, by this mail, notified the 
officer in command of the quarantine at San Francisco, in order that 
he may be prepared for the arrival of Nippon Maru. 

Eespectfully, yours, D. A. Caemiohael, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

ITALY. 

Quarantine restrictions at Naples. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Naples, Italy, June 6, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that a quarantine period of six days' 
detention has been here declared on ships having touched at any 
Egyptian ports, and importation of goods from all sections infected with 
plague, to this port, is practically stopped. The Naples quarantine is 
located on the Island of Msida about 1 mile offshore in the Bay of 
Pozzuoli and 3 miles below this city. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, A. H. Byington, 

United States Consul. 
The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

Report from Naples. 

Asst. Surg. Victor G. Heiser reports, June 21, as follows : On arriv- 
ing at Southampton, England, finding that I had several hours at my 
disposal, I took the opportunity to visit, unofficially, the Army Medical 
School for Tropical Diseases, at Netley, England. I was treated most 



